It you should ever see or hear of a
dancing bear, please inform one of the
following bodies immediately:

ARCTUROS

(Victor Hugo 3, Thessaloniki 546 25, tel.
031/554623, 555820 or 093/627852, Tel.
and fax 031/553832)

The Bear Sanctuary

(Aetos Florinis 53075, Tel.-fax 0386/41500
or 093/738615)

The Ministry of Agriculture
(Directorate of Ormamental Forests,

Woods and Game), Tel. 01/3606008,
3606901
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The cruel exploitation of an
endangered species

A victim of «traditione.

-

Thia brown bear, symbal of the wild life in the nonBiecn R
gphara, 18 on the threshold of extinction. In Europe hara
remain only & few aolated populations. In Greece. thair range
has shrunk to the forests of Central and Morthem Pindos and
the Rhodope massil

The principal causes of this decline in population are:

destruction of habital
dialberate killing by man

A praclice thal iz wrongly seen as a «picluresque radibion: s
ane of the principal causas of thea decroasing popuiation ol this
species; every dancing bear means the boss of at least two
individuals, sinca those who go alter the cubs usually ki the
modher firsL.

The loss of lemale bears s catastrophic for the survival of the
species, bearng in mind that

bears have an average life span of 20-30 yaars
famales can reproduce rom he age of four

females give birth every two or threa years 1o ona of
two {raraly thred) cubs

nenw=-Dorn culks cannol survivd for more han a lew min
uies without thair mothes

the survivabmaie lot boar cubs in thalr first year is
only 50%

bearcubs leam fgw 1o fend for themsalves by watch
ing thelrmother; this -apprenticeships in the first few
years of thar lifels absolutely vital for thedr survival

the esiimaled number of bears lofl in Grasce & loss
than. 50



Training by torture

Dancing baars are kept in wretched conditions, and are
haribly malireated by their trainers:

They are taken away from their mather when only a
few manths old, thus putting a violent and final end to
their life in the wild.

Rings are passed through their nose or lip to anchor a
chain: pain is one means of exacting obediance.

Their eye teeth are smashed; the bears thay will also
break many of their remaining teath in their desperate
attempts to get rid of the chain

Thesa broken teath are an open invitation to infection
and painful abscessas, which often prove fatal.

Insufficlent and unsuitable food lead to malnutrition,

«Training- consists of forcing the animal to stand on a
hot metal sheet, As it tries 1o keap it paws from bum-
Ing, it rears up on its hind legs and shuffies from one
oot to the other to the sound of the lambourine. This
straining» continues until the animal has
associated the sound and the pain in a
conditioned reflex. The combined bty
affect of captivity :
and maltreat-
ment produces
bahavioural dig-
lurbances,
axprassad in
repetitive (stereo-
typed), purpose-
less movements,
that it has difficulty
shaking off in the
ramainder of its life

The ultimate humiiation

What is being done about this problem

Article 258 of Ihe Forestry Code (legislative decree B6/63),
paragraphs 2e and 21, prohibits the killing, possession or
public exhibition of bears,

Afthough the sanctions for violation of this law, which was
passed in 1969, include finas, Impnsonment and confisca-
tion of the animal, it has not until recently been possible
fully to apply it, given the lack of suitable shelters for confis-
cated animals,

ARCTUROS. in collaboration with the Ministry
of Agriculture, which is responsible for
implameanting the law,
has made a major con-
Iribution to solving this
problem, with its estab-
lishment of the Baar
Sanciuary [open since
1993) as a sanctuary far
confiscated dancing
baars

A

Thesa baars go first 10
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Once the bears have been ’ 3
restored to health, they are A S
moved to the Forest Station, five
hectares of beach forest near
Nymphaio, a specially anclosad
tract of the bear's favourite nat-
ural habilals.

In this sanctuary the animals will
live out the rest of their lives,
always undear tha watch-
ful care of their human
guardians, al laast as

tar as food supply is
cancerned.

This is because these
animals, having lost their
mother al such a young
age, have never learmed
to fend for themselves in
the wild, and fhus cannol
be totally reintegrated
into thelr natural anviron-
ment.
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Protection also means information

In addition to its fundameantal contribution to golving the
problem of the dancing bear, the Bear Sanctuary also
sarves as an information centre to increase public aware-
ness of the important issue of protection for this endan-
gered species,

But remember!

The fact that it is being dealt with does not mean that the
problam has disappeared. The latest conlfiscations of ani-
mals imported from neighbouring countries prove that bears
are continuing to be exploited and that this exploltation stil
consiitutes a threal to the survival of the species. Recent
reports signal the presence of bear-trainars in Greece,

even ioday

Simply reporting a bear-trainer is not anough. There has 1o
be immediate mobilisation and action, if we really want 1o
help affectively to aliminate this practice once and for all.
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